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This document contains Chaocipher-related material found in J. F. Byrne’s autobiography 
“Silent Years: An Autobiography with Memoirs of James Joyce and Our Ireland”, 
published in 1953.   
 
Chapter 21 recapitulates the story of his cryptographic invention he called “Chaocipher”.  
The chapter tells the history of his invention, his attempts to interest numerous 
organizations in the cipher, and concludes with 23 pages of corresponding plaintext and 
ciphertext enciphered using the Chaocipher system. 
 
The chapter concludes by betting $5,000 or the total royalties of the first three months 
after publication of the book that no one would be able to solve the enciphered passages 
at the end of the chapter. 
 
This document was produced from Albert Einstein’s personal copy of “Silent Years”, 
(currently in the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Israel) sent to him by the author 
himself.  Notice the red markings Einstein penciled in regarding paragraphs that 
interested him (e.g., pages 264, 266, 267). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


